of historical amnesia. There is, however, some heartening evidence that the medical lessons learned so painfully in World War II have this time been injected into the medical planning for the present-day battles in Vietnam. This is a remarkable first volume, to which some twenty-two authors contribute; the text is freely interspersed with illustrations, charts and tables and yet is eminently readable.
It is intriguing to note how closely American experiences, developing concepts and conclusions follow those of British wartime psychiatrists; for instance, in their early war years both established the principle of treatment of the psychiatric battle casualty as soon as possible and in as 'forward' a battle zone as was practicable; the initial suspiciousness and resistance to the psychiatric contribution in the early stages is discussed with insight. There is a revealing account in Chapter 8 of psychiatric interview techniques in the selection of inducteesprocedures which result in the very high figure (compared with the British rates) of rejections on psychiatric and allied grounds. A matter (dealt with in Chapter 9) that bedevilled the policy-makers, commanders and psychiatrists alike was that of the disposal of servicemen who became militarily ineffective but did not suffer from any clearcut psychiatric disability; laid bare are the pressures exerted by commanders and others on the medical service to invalid such 'ineffectives'; it also shows how the official medical policy can, under such pressures, swing in contrary directions both to its own discredit and to the confusion of all concerned.
The book should appeal to many psychiatrists in civilian practice and will be of much interest to those who had wartime service experience; it is a 'must' for every young psychiatrist and physician in the armed forces, if for no other reason than that it contains the very excellent last chapter by Colonel Albert Glass on lessons learnt. There has been a real need, for several years, for an up-to-date detailed account of the broad clinical aspects of diabetes, and Dr Malins is to be congratulated on having fulfilled this requirement so admirably.
As the title implies, this is a clinical text for persons concerned with the management of diabetic patients; experimental and biochemical aspects are only briefly discussed when relevant to the clinical theme. The etiology, epidemiology, clinical features, diagnosis, complications and treatment of diabetes are all dealt with serially, along with other miscellaneous topics, including excellent chapters on the diabetic foot and the management of pregnancy in diabetics. The writing throughout is clear and concise, and the format excellent, the use of italicized subheadings making it easy for the reader to find his way to any topic of interest. The recent literature on each subject is extensively quoted, and the text laced with comments and informative tables summarizing the author's and his colleagues' vast experience. Historical aspects are also briefly discussed, and the value of the bibliography at the end of each chapter is enhanced by the inclusion of the titles ofeach publication.
With controversial topics, of which there are many in diabetes, the evidence for and against is fairly stated, and the author is always prepared to state his own views clearly, but not dogmatically. Only when discussing the role of hypophysectomy in the treatment of diabetic retinopathy does the author find himself, through lack of personal experience, stuck on the fence-top. One is hardpressed to fault this book. To carp, as reviewers are expected to, one might say it was surprising to find the increasingly recognized condition of nonketoacidotic diabetic coma dismissed in nine
